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Week 1 Assignment: Teacher Interview 

Overview 

In this assignment, you will interview a teacher that has been teaching at least 20 years. During 
the interview ask them to compare and contrast their teaching practices before and after the 
availability of the Internet in schools. You will present your findings in a paper. 
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Rubric 

Use the following rubric to guide your work. 

Tasks 
 

Exemplary Satisfactory Needs Improvement Unsatisfactory 

Content Response demonstrates 
an in-depth examination 
and understanding of the 
research and theories of 
relevance to the field of 
study. Response 
includes all components 
and meets or exceeds all 
requirements indicated in 
the instructions. Each 
part of the assignment is 
addressed thoroughly.  

(Max. of 25 pts) 

Response demonstrates 
a sound examination and 
adequate understanding 
of the research and 
theories of relevance to 
the field of study. 
Response includes all 
components and meets 
all requirements indicated 
in the instructions. Each 
part of the assignment is 
addressed.  

(Max. of 22 pts) 

Response 
demonstrates a limited 
examination and 
understanding of the 
theories of relevance to 
the field of study. 
Response is missing 
some components 
and/or does not fully 
meet the requirements 
indicated in the 
instructions.  

(Max. of 20 pts) 

No content 

(0 points) 

Mechanics The paper adheres to 
APA stylistic guidelines. 
Writing is clear, concise, 
and well organized. The 
paper has a sound thesis 
and excellent sentence/ 
paragraph construction. 
Thoughts are expressed 
in a coherent and logical 
manner. There are no 
more than three spelling, 
grammar, or syntax 
errors per page of 
writing.   

(Max. of 5 pts) 

The paper adheres 
loosely to APA stylistic 
guidelines. Writing is 
mostly clear, concise, 
and well organized. The 
paper has a thesis and 
good sentence/ 
paragraph construction. 
Thoughts are expressed 
in a coherent and logical 
manner. There are no 
more than five spelling, 
grammar, or syntax 
errors per page of writing.  

(Max. of 4 pts) 

The paper does not 
adhere to APA stylistic 
guidelines. Writing is 
unclear and/or 
disorganized. The 
thesis is weak, and 
sentence/paragraph 
construction is poor. 
Thoughts are not 
expressed in a logical 
manner. There are 
more than five spelling, 
grammar, or syntax 
errors per page of 
writing.  

(Max. of 3 pts) 

Does not use 
APA stylistic 
guidelines. 

No thesis. 

No logical 
sequence of 
thought 

(0 points) 
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Directions 

Interview a teacher that has been teaching at least 20 years. In the interview ask them to 
compare and contrast their teaching practices before and after the availability of the Internet in 
schools. Present your findings in a paper. Use the following guidelines: 

 Use  the APA Style Guide.  

 Give your paper a title.  Whatever title you choose, it should clearly and concretely 
reflect the content of your paper.  

 Double-space your paper and use one-inch margins.  Use a 12-point font. Use Times 
New Roman as the font. When complete, your review should be 500 to 700 words in 
length.  

 Include a list of references, on its own page, at the end of the review.  Use APA 
documentation for in-text citations and for the bibliographic citations in the references.   

 Use a minimum of 4 research articles, chapters, or books to support your discussion 
paper. 

 
This assignment is due no later than 11:59 p.m. on the seventh day of Week 1. 
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Workspace 

Write your paper in the expandable box provided. 
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The Internet has increased our reach throughout, and decreased the size of, our world as 

we once knew it.  Therefore, teaching methods have drastically changed in the last 30-plus years.  

Our teachers are better able to communicate with their students, colleagues, and parents; and to 

offer expansive options to those wishing to explore additional information about the topic at 

hand.  In comparing and contrasting the methods of teaching before and after the creation of the 

Internet, we must look at many aspects to see the changes, advantages and hindrances. 

In a study by the National School Boards Association, 50 percent of students who are 

online spend time discussing schoolwork, and 59 percent spend time talking about education-

related topics (Nagel, 2007).  Today’s student does not want to spend time looking for a book in 

a library.  They want instant access – and the Internet can provide that. 

According to Dr. Sarah Janes, Vice President of Continuing Education at San Jacinto 

College, the Internet has brought about many positive changes in teaching, as well as having its 

negative issues.  When she began teaching more than 30 years ago, the Internet did not exist.  All 

interactivity with stakeholders in her classes was done with paper, telephones, and verbal 

communication.  Dr. Janes taught math for about eighteen years in public schools located in 

Louisiana, Texas and West Germany (for the Department of Defense) before becoming a college 

professor.   

Dr. Janes’ experienced her first use of the Internet while teaching a class of students 

across Texas, using Virtual Classroom.  According to Dr. Janes, this technology brought the 

entire class together for collaboration in a way that would not have been possible before the 

Internet was born.  Following, she taught Hybrid courses at the college level, as well as began 

using email as a communication tool.   

While she began her teaching career using the common methods of paper handouts, 
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worksheets, exams, etc., she openly welcomed the technology.  Unfortunately, this is not always 

the case.  Many educators meet the required use of technology with reluctance, resistance, and 

procrastination.  Studies show, however, when applied effectively, technology implementation 

not only increases student learning, understanding, and achievement but also augments 

motivation to learn, encourages collaborative learning, and supports the development of critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills (Pitler, Hubbell, Kuhn, & Malenoski, 2007). 

Dr. Janes feels the primary advantage of using the Internet in teaching is that students 

who are not confident in their knowledge, or those who are timid,  may not feel as inhibited 

when asking questions as in a traditional classroom, therefore tend to speak up more often than 

in the traditional classroom she once taught, therefore bringing more students into the 

conversation.  Another advantage she sees is that instructors can better address students’ learning 

styles.  For instance, a visual learner will be able to see text on the screen, as well as hear it.   

The Internet has morphed from static HTML pages where readers could find and copy 

information to interactive services, where visitors can create and post information (Solomon & 

Schrum, 2007). This capability enables teachers to provide links in electronic documents, or via 

a Learning Management System, with which they can enhance their courses.  Students today 

prefer the hands on aspect of learning; therefore this addresses the tactile learner.  Making links 

available will promote their likelihood to access the information, eliminating a trip to the library. 

As we look at the positive effects of Internet use in the classroom, we must also look at 

the possible negative issues.  Given the nature of the web - the fact that anyone with access to it 

can put information up on it - it is inevitable that there is room for incorrect information to also 

make its way onto the network. This means that users always have to question the reliability of 

the available information (Hargittai, 1998).  Access is another disadvantage, says Dr. Sarah 
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Janes.  Depending upon the community, some students may not have the capabilities, therefore 

broadening the gap.   

As we look at the before and after, the positive and negative, we can see endless 

possibilities for the future.  The Internet is here to stay, and education will continue to use it to its 

advantage. 
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