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Week 5 Assignment 

Overview 

Throughout this course, we have examined the role and responsibilities of an educational 
technology leader in the 21st century information landscape. In Week 1, we looked at 
educational technology in terms of the Texas Long-Range Plan for Technology, the Technology 
Applications TEKS, and the Technology Applications Inventory. Our focus in Week 2 was on 
using data to make informed decisions and gathering data on educational technology through 
the Texas STaR Charts. Week 3’s focus was on the needs of the “digital natives” we serve, 
online learning communities, and expectations for educators. In Weeks 4 and 5, we discussed 
online safety and the social, legal, and ethical issues confronting today’s digital-age educators, 
students, and parents.  

For your Week 5 assignment, you will consider the outcomes of this course and the extent to 
which the outcomes will influence your role as an educational technology leader in your school.  

Follow these steps to complete your Week 5 assignment: 

 Reflect on what you have learned in this course.  

 Assume a school leadership role as an educational technology campus facilitator or as 
the district educational technology director. From that vantage point, compose a 150-
word response to each of the guiding questions provided.  

 Write reflectively instead of in question-and-answer style. 

 Submit your reflections by the end of Week 5. 
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Rubric 

Use the following Rubric to guide your work on the Week 5 Assignment. 

Tasks 

 

Accomplished 

5 

The evidence suggests 
that this work is a “Habit of 

Mind.” The educator is 
ready to mentor others in 

this area. 

Proficient 

4 

The evidence suggests 
that performance on this 
work matches that of a 

strong educator. 

Needs Improvement 

3 

The evidence does not yet 
make the case for the 

educator being proficient at 
this task. 

Course Reflection Student composes 150-
word reflection on each 
question provided; 
reflections demonstrate 
extensive knowledge of 
course content. 

Student composes 150-
word reflections on 3-4 of 
the questions provided; 
reflections demonstrate 
adequate knowledge of 
course content.  

Student composes two 
fewer reflections, and/or 
reflections exhibit a lack of 
understanding of course 
content. 

Assignment Mechanics Responses are relevant to 
course content; no errors 
in grammar, spelling, or 
punctuation.  

 
 
 

Responses are relevant to 
course content; few errors 
in grammar, spelling, or 
punctuation. 

Responses do not reflect 
knowledge of course 
content, lack clarity and 
depth, and/or include 
multiple errors in grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation, 
including APA errors. 
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Week 5 Assignment: Course Reflections 

What outcomes had you envisioned for this course? Did you achieve those outcomes? Did the 
actual course outcomes align with those that you envisioned? 

Entering this course, I did not quite know what to expect.  As I began reading everyone’s 
introduction on the first discussion board, I did realize I was one of the very few in the class who 
is not a teacher in the K-12 setting.  In the beginning, that was somewhat worrisome.  However, 
I have gained a great deal of knowledge from hearing from them, and can now see this 
discipline we all work in from a different perspective.  I hope that my remarks in these 
discussions have also given others a sense of where their current students are headed, and 
what our community colleges are doing to further their work. 
 
Another surprise was the concentration on the Long Range Technology Plan, TEKS, and other 
state guided initiatives.  When first beginning the study of these documents, I wondered how I 
could benefit from them.  As I worked my way through the different aspects of the plans, though, 
I realized that the students benefitting from these projects are eventually making their way to my 
door.  I have to be prepared to continue what is beginning in the pre-college lives of these 
students.  And one cannot be adequately prepared to continue an initiative without first knowing 
its history. 
 
Although this course may not have been exactly what I expected, it has been a great benefit to 
me.  And I already use what I have learned in my thinking and planning of the delivery of online 
courses. 
 
 
 
 

To the extent that you achieved the outcomes, are they still relevant to the work that you do in 
your school? Why or why not? 

As stated in the first reflection, I have gained an unexpected benefit from an unexpected course 
goal.  I have gained knowledge of what technologies our young students are learning to use, 
and how they are using them in the classroom setting.  I have learned about rules and laws 
pertaining to those technologies, and how to assure they are followed as we integrate these 
tools into our course delivery.  
 
As the Blackboard Support Coordinator for our college, I am expected to stay informed of new 
technologies available for integration into our online courses.  As part of our course was to 
implement a blog and wiki, which I have done in the past, it helped me hone my skills in that 
area.  The course also showed me other ways besides instruction in which to use these tools. 
 
The relevance of this course is important to anyone involved in the delivery of course material 
using technology.  Whether that delivery be online, hybrid, or face-to-face, the tools are still 
being used, and the state mandates must be followed in the process.  It does not matter if the 
course material was what was expected – it was needed by all of us. 
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What outcomes did you not achieve? What prevented you from achieving them? 

I believe the only area in which I lack a strong understanding of course material, is in the 
complete comprehension of the Long Range Plan and TEKS.  While I feel I have conquered the 
overall concept, there is a great deal of the details I still need to learn, making this my weak 
area.  This is where I feel I am at a disadvantage in comparison to others in the class.  Whereas 
most of my classmates are immersed in these two documents on a daily basis, I am not.  As I 
am not in the K-12 setting, it is not a constant priority in my job.   
 
On the other hand, these initiatives do indeed indirectly influence decisions that I make on a 
daily basis. They are just not something to which I must be sure to adhere.  These documents 
are large, and full of detail.  They are just not something that requires a priority with my position.  
As I continue in my studies here at Lamar, I plan to continue to talk to those in the field that I 
know, in order to gain a better understanding of the rules.  Sometimes the best way to learn is to 
talk to others. 
 
 
 
 

Were you successful in carrying out the course assignments? If not, what prevented or 
discouraged you? 

I feel I was very successful in carrying out our course assignments.  This was in part due to the 
fact that I work with technologies daily.  As both of my former degrees are in the technology 
field, I have the benefit of having previously worked with the tools we used in the assignments,  
Web 2.0 technologies are constantly explored by me and my colleagues, therefore I am 
comfortable with exploring new tools, and have become proficient in implementing them. 
 
The balance of teaching & learning that we have discussed throughout this course has been 
demonstrated in these assignments.  While some of us were more at ease with the state 
documents, the technology may have been the hindrance.  Meanwhile, others of us were 
comfortable with the technology, struggling with the complications of the mandate jargon. 
 
Technology makes up my daily life.  It begins at work every morning, and continues after I get 
home.  It is my comfort zone.  There is always more to learn, but it is my playground.  I will, 
however, have to work harder to learn the pedagogical aspect of the teaching & learning. 
 
 
 
 

What did you learn from this course…about yourself, your technology and leadership skills, and 
your attitudes? 

I believe the most important thing I learned from this course is that I still have so much to learn.  
As I go through my day on the job, I am constantly confronted with new and innovative 
technologies.  It is up to me to find a way to decide which of those technologies can truly be 
used to enhance the learning of our students.  That is no small charge. 
 
As educators, our responsibility is multi-fold.  We not only have to teach material – we have to 
make sure rules are followed, mandates are accomplished, students are protected from harm, 
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laws are abided by, lessons are current,…the list goes on and on.  The responsibility is great, 
but the rewards are greater. 
 
I believe I am on my way to improving my skills, both in the technology field and in my 
leadership capabilities.  But there is room for improvement in us all.  We cannot become 
satisfied or idle.  We must continue to explore and experiment.  I know that is what I plan for my 
future.   
 
Becoming stagnant will only hurt us and the students we teach.  Our job is to open the world to 
the youth of our country.  We must not be afraid of new things if we expect our children to do the 
same.  I can’t wait to see what is down the road! 
 
 
 

 


