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Week 4 Assignment: Creating Interactivity 

Overview 

Successfully use the CMS at NewSchoolSpaces.net for the following tasks: upload HTML and 
image files, post to blog, and create a podcast using Audacity. Based on your review of the 
Drupal.org Website and your personal experience with the Drupal CMS provided by 
NewSchoolSpaces.net, draft a Content Management Procedure for your classroom, school or 
district.  This is a set of instructions that allows users to understand how to enter text and upload 
image files, post to blog, and create a podcast.  
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Rubric 

Use the following Rubric to guide your work on the Week 4 Assignment. 

Tasks 

 

Accomplished 

10 

The evidence suggests that 
this work is a “Habit of Mind.” 

The educator is ready to 
mentor others in this area. 

Proficient 

8 

The evidence suggests 
that performance on this 
work matches that of a 

strong educator. 

Needs Improvement 

6 

The evidence does not yet 
make the case for the 

educator being proficient at 
this task. 

Creating Interactivity Successfully uses the Drupal 
CMS at 
NewSchoolSpaces.net for the 
following tasks: enter text and 
upload image files, post to 
blog, create a podcast using 
Audacity.  Emails instructor 
with URLs to postings. 
Accomplished students may 
also choose to upload a video 
clip to create a blog entry. 

 

Submits draft for a Content 
Management Procedure that 
outlines how to enter text and 
upload image files, post to 
blog, and create a podcast.  
Accomplished responses will 
also contain guidelines for 
using a school Wiki through 
NewSchoolSpaces.net. 

Successfully uses the 
Drupal CMS at 
NewSchoolSpaces.net for 
the following tasks: enter 
text and upload image 
files, post to blog, create 
a podcast using 
Audacity.  Emails 
instructor with URLs to 
postings. 

  
 
 
Submits draft for a 
Content Management 
Procedure that outlines 
how to enter text and 
upload image files, post 
to blog, and create a 
podcast. 

 

Fails to successfully use 
the Drupal CMS at 
NewSchoolSpaces.net for 
the following tasks: enter 
text and upload image 
files, post to blog, create a 
podcast using Audacity.  
Failure is evidenced by a 
lack of email to the 
instructor with URLs to 
postings. 

  
 
Fails to submit draft for a 
Content Management 
Procedure, or submits one 
that fails to include two or 
more of the following: enter 
text and upload image 
files, post to blog, and 
create a podcast. 

 

Directions and Resources 

 You must send a URL to your academic coach for the content you have posted in the 
CMS at NewSchoolSpaces.net at the end of week 4.   

 

Here is my HTML URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/981  
 

Here is my image URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/985  
 

Here is my blog URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1175  
 

Here is my PodCast URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1026  

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/981
http://newschoolspaces.net/node/985
http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1175
http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1026
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 You will use the Drupal CMS at NewSchoolSpaces.net for the following tasks: enter text 
and upload image files, post to blog, and create a podcast using Audacity. Accomplished 
students may also choose to upload a video clip to create a blog entry. Before you log 
on to your school site shell at NewSchoolSpaces.net, you will need to create an account 
at the NewSchoolSpaces.net Website: 

o http://newschoolspaces.net 

 To prepare your images for upload, download and install the Picasa software from 
Google and review the basic features in this software: 

o http://picasa.google.com/  

o Introducing Picasa 3 

 To create the MP3 file for your podcast, the Audacity software is available for download 
at: 

o http://sourceforge.net/projects/audacity   
 

 
Notes on Additional Resources: 
 

 Although you are not required to set up RSS feeds in Google Reader, it is recommended 
that you become familiar with RSS feeds by reviewing the following video: 
 

o Google Reader in Plain English 
 

 Although you will not get hands-on experience with creating video blogs in this course, it 
is important that you understand how they work.  The following resource is helpful in this 
regard: 

o 7 Things You Should Know About Videoblogging 

 The following resources are useful in understanding the promise and problems of 
collaborative editing using Wikis: 

o Wikis in Plain English 

 Jimmy Whales, founder of the Wikipedia, speaks about “How a ragtag band created 
Wikipedia.” He answers questions on “What is Wikia?” and offers “Two Views of the 
"Wiki" Concept.” 

  

Here is my HTML URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/981 
 

Here is my image URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/985 
 

Here is my blog URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1175 
 

Here is my PodCast URL: 

http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1026 

http://newschoolspaces.net/
http://picasa.google.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rskC6c_5L1M
http://sourceforge.net/projects/audacity
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSPZ2Uu_X3Y&feature=related
http://connect.educause.edu/Library/ELI/7ThingsYouShouldKnowAbout/39382
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dnL00TdmLY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQR0gx0QBZ4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQR0gx0QBZ4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQR0gx0QBZ4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQjkDW3UPVk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CtaVkzNPiA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CtaVkzNPiA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CtaVkzNPiA
http://newschoolspaces.net/node/981
http://newschoolspaces.net/node/985
http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1175
http://newschoolspaces.net/node/1026
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Content Management Procedures 

The following directions will show you how to enter text into a post, upload image files, post to 
blog, create a podcast, and to use the CMS as a wiki. 

 

First Things First 

In order to enter any information into the CMS NewSchoolSpaces.net, you must first create an 
account.  Follow the steps below to accomplish that task: 

1. Logon to http://newschoolspaces.net.  

2. Click on Create Your Account 

3. Complete the Form with your Username, email, first and last name, and choosing the 
school district with which you are associated. 

4. Click save. 

Great!  You can now login to the CMS and begin posting information! 

 

Entering Text into a Post 

In order to enter text into a post you must login to the CMS.  http://newshcoolspaces.net.  

1. On the bottom left corner, click on Create Content. 

 

 

 

 

http://newschoolspaces.net/
http://newshcoolspaces.net/
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2. From here you will choose what type of content you are going to produce.  In this case 
we are going to choose Blog Entry just to demonstrate how to enter text. 

 

3. You will then be asked to enter a title and text for your post.  Simply enter the 
information and click save. 

 

4. That’s it!  You have now entered text into your CMS.  We will take a closer look at some 
of the other available elements in the following instructions. 
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Uploading an Image File 

You may sometimes want to share photographs with others.  This is possible through your CMS 
as well.  Let’s look at how easy it is to upload an image file. 

1. Logon to http://newschoolspaces.net.   

2. On the bottom left corner, click on Create Content. 

 

3. This time we are going to select Page. 

 

4. Enter a title for your page, and text that will explain what the image represents just as 
you did in the Enter Text into a Post section. 

http://newschoolspaces.net/
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5. Click File attachments. 

 

6. The section will expand and provide a Browse button for you to find your file.  Click on 
the browse button.  Navigate to your file, then click the Attach button. 

 

7. Click Save. 

Your image is now attached and ready for others to view! 

 

Post to a Blog 

A blog post can be any information the writer chooses.  It can be instructional, informative, or 
just plain fun.  Whatever the purpose, it is entered in the same way.  Let’s revisit the Enter Text 
into a Post section and follow the same steps.  Voila!  You have posted a blog entry.  Now to 
spice it up, you can add images or podcasts.  The directions to do both are provided in this 
document. 
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Create and Share a Podcast  

In order to share a podcast, we must first create one.  If your school does not have software 
with which to create these audio files, you can download Audacity free of charge at 
http://Audacity.sourceforge.net.   Simply click on the download link, and follow the prompts. 

 

Now let’s create a podcast file.  Open Audacity.   

1. Make sure you have an internal or external microphone set up on your computer. 

2. Click on the record button. 

 

3. Talk clearly into the mic and deliver your message. 

4. When you are finished, click on the record button again, to stop the recording. 

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
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5. Click on File -> Save Project, and save the file to your computer. 

 

That’s all there is to it.  If you would like to hear before saving, you simply click on the play 
button (green arrow). 

Now that you have your podcast file created, let’s post it to our CMS. 

1. Logon to http://newschoolspaces.net.   

2. On the bottom left corner, click on Create Content. 

 

 

http://newschoolspaces.net/
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3. Select Page. 

 

4. Enter a title for your page, and text that will explain what the podcast represents just as 
you did in the Enter Text into a Post section. 

5. Click File attachments. 

 

6. The section will expand and provide a Browse button for you to find your file.  Click on 
the browse button.  Navigate to your file, then click the Attach button. 

 

7. Click Save. 

Your podcast is now attached and ready for others to hear!   

Once your posts are entered, others will have a chance to enter comments into the CMS. 
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Using newspaces.net as a Wiki 

A wiki is different from a blog in that a Wiki is used as more of a collaborative document, wereas 
a blog is used as a place to post information, and have others comment on that information.  In 
newschoolspaces.net, however, we are allowed to edit AND comment on one another’s posts.  
In that way, this “blog” site serves in a dual capacity. 

In order to turn your blog into a wiki, simply click on the edit button of any other user’s post, and 
edit that post as you please.  (Notice the blinking cursor.)  The information in the then becomes 
a collaborative wiki rather than singly authored as a blog would be. 

 

 


