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Week 2 Assignment: Evaluating Open Source Video Editing Software 

Overview 

In this assignment, you will evaluate three open source video editing software applications. You 
will create a chart the identifies  the strengths and weaknesses of each of the three applications. 
You will need to post the chart to your wiki. You will also reflect on your analysis of the three 
applications and post to your blog.  

 

You must complete this activity by the end of Week 2. 
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Rubric 

Use this rubric to guide your work on this ungraded Assignment.  

Tasks 
 

Accomplished Proficient 
Needs 

Improvement 
Unacceptable 

Open Source Video 
Editing Chart 

Three open source 
video editing 
software applications 
are identified. 

The chart is 
comprehensive and 
includes both 
strengths and 
weaknesses. 

 

  

Two open source 
video editing 
software applications 
are identified. 

The chart is 
comprehensive and 
includes both 
strengths and 
weaknesses. 

 

One open source 
video editing 
software applications 
are identified. 

The chart is 
comprehensive and 
includes both 
strengths and 
weaknesses. 

 

The assignment is 
incomplete or 
unfocused. 

Open Source Video 
Editing Analysis 
Reflection 

Student creates an 
analysis reflection 
utilizing the video 
editing chart 

Reflection addresses 
all four of the 
following criteria: 

discussion on how 
student identified the 
video editing 
software applications 

students’ experience 
with the software 
applications 

how the strengths 
and weaknesses 
impact use of 
software applications 

 how these software 
applications can be 
used in students  
current/future 
position. 

 

Student creates an 
analysis reflection 
utilizing the video 
editing chart 

Reflection addresses 
three of the four of 
the following criteria: 

discussion on how 
student identified the 
video editing 
software applications  

students’ experience 
with the software 
applications 

how the strengths 
and weaknesses 
impact use of 
software applications 

 how these software 
applications can be 
used in students  
current/future 
position. 

 

Student creates an 
analysis reflection 
utilizing the video 
editing chart 

Reflection addresses 
two of the four of the 
following criteria: 

discussion on how 
student identified the 
video editing 
software applications  

students’ experience 
with the software 
applications 

how the strengths 
and weaknesses 
impact use of 
software applications 

 how these software 
applications can be 
used in students  
current/future 
position. 

 

The assignment is 
incomplete or 
unfocused. 
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Wiki The student has 
identified their Wiki 
and blog URL. 

The Wiki has been 
updated to include 
the strength and 
weakness chart 

The blog has been 
updated to include 
the analysis 
reflection. 

  

The student has 
identified their Wiki 
and blog URL. 

The Wiki has been 
updated to include 
the strength and 
weakness chart.  

 

The student has 
identified their Wiki  
and blog URL. 

The Wiki has not  
been updated to 
include the strength 
and weakness chart 

The Wiki has not 
been updated to 
include the analysis 
reflection. 

 

The Wiki nor blog 
URL has not been 
identified and the 
Wiki and blog are  
not complete.  
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Week 2 Assignment: Evaluating Open Source Editing Software 

In this assignment, you will evaluate three open source video editing software applications. You 
will create a chart the identifies  the strengths and weaknesses of each of the three applications. 
You will need to post the chart to your wiki.  You will also reflect on your analysis of the three 
software applicatins and post to your blog site. Please note that you must submit your Wiki 
and blog URL in the boxes in Part Three. 

Part One:Search for Open Source Video Editing Software  

To begin,  using a search engine, such as Google,  conduct a search for open source video 
editing software and investigate your results. Choose three software applications and complete 
the chart below that identifies the strengths and weaknesses of the video editing software. You 
should experiment with each of  the three products to assist you with the identification of the 
strengths and weaknesses. You will post this chart to your wiki. 

 

As you are evaluating the software and analyzing the strengths and weaknesses, here are 
some specifications that you should include in your analysis. 

Number of preset images 

Audio support 

Color and audio control  

Types of sequence transition mechanism  

Customization of special effects. 

Number of formats to which the software is capable of importing and exporting. For instance, is 

it capable of exporting to and from VHS tapes, DVD, VCD, or the more recent AVCHD.  

The software must be compatible to the operating system used by the customer.  

Ease of use 

Technical support system by e mail, by telephone, or via Internet chat. 
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Video Editing Software Strengths Weaknesses 

Microsoft Movie Maker 

This software is extremely easy to 
use.  And best of all, it is FREE! 

Images can be imported from many 
venues, including your PC, camera, 
camcorder or a photo gallery provided 
by Microsoft.   

Once imported, you can manipulate 
the color and special effects with a 
simple click of the mouse.   

The same goes for music.  Songs of 
your choice can be added very easily; 
and can even be split so you can add 
another song in between. 

And by simply clicking the publish 
button, all movies can be posted to 
YouTube. 

Windows Movie Maker is supported on 
SP2 for Windows XP Home Edition or 
Windows XP Professional or Windows 
XP Professional x64 Edition.  

The only weakness I can determine 
with this software is that it is made for 
the novice only.  This is not a product 
that someone would want to use in 
making production quality videos. 

Avidemux 

The Avidemux research did not 
provide any information about color, 
sequence, or transition control, and 
appears to be more complicated than 
Windows Movie Maker. 

Avidemux allows you to store current 
audio/video encoder and filters 
settings, which can be used as 
additional “profiles” for certain target 
formats (e.g. for playback on portable 
devices), or simply as your preferred 
encoder options (so that you don't 
have to set them manually over and 
over again). 

It can import .avi, .asf, .wmv, .wma, 
.flv, .mkv, .mpg, .mpeg, .tx, .mp4, 
.ogm, and .mov.  It can export most of 
these, but cannot export .asf, .wmv, 
.wma, .ts or .mov 

Avidemux is available for almost all 
distributions of Linux that are capable 

Avidemux will not cut sections of the 
external audio to synchronize or match 
the video timing. 

After researching these products, I 
would not want to use this product.  It 
is not user-friendly, and does not 
appear to have the features provided 
in Movie Maker. 
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of compiling C++, GTK+ and the 
SpiderMonkey JavaScript engine. A 
Win32 version of this program is also 
available for Microsoft Windows users, 
as well as Mac OS X, FreeBSD, 
NetBSD and OpenBSD ports and 
packages. 

Wax 

Wax is used for general purpose and 
can create 2D and 3D special effects.  
One of its advantages is that it is user-
friendly enough for the novice, but can 
put plug-ins to use for more advanced 
editors. 

It comes with presets to make effects 
and transitions easy to incorporate. 

Its import formats include AVI and 
WAV, while it outputs AVI, MPEG, 
WAV and Flash.  Wax can perform on 
Windows 98/ME/2000/XP. 

Color and audio controls are available 
with this software, however it is still not 
as user-friendly and easy to 
understand as Windows Movie Maker. 

Learning curve would be greater with 
this software, as it is not as intuitive as 
one might like. There are also OS 
limitations, as it only performs with the 
Windows environment. 
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Part Two: Analysis of your results 

Now that you have identified three open source  video editing software applications and their 
strengths and weakness, you will analyze your findings in relation to your current or future 
position. In your analysis reflection, discuss how you identified the video editing software 
applications, your experience with the software, how these applications can be used in your 
current/future position. You will post your reflection analysis on your blog. Please identify your 
blog address in the box below. 

 

 

Analysis Reflection 

 
I used Google to search for various open source video editing softwares.  In searching for the 
three I wanted to compare, I made sure they would be products that would actually be usable, 
not just choosing something for the sake of choosing something. 
 
Of the three products researched and tried, I am definitely convinced that Microsoft Movie 
Maker would be the most appropriate in my job.  A product such as this is easy to learn, as 
most of us are accustomed to the MS tools, and we are able to adapt to them very easily.  In 
addition, this product seemed to have more features.  Some are preset, while others are 
customizable. Because of these issues, this software offers more flexibility than the other two.  I 
was able to create a video using photos very easily.  The other two softwares were more 
cumbersome and time consuming. 
 
In my current position, we are sometimes asked to make quick videos that may demonstrate 
our services.  I feel confident that I would be able to use Movie Maker to do this.  I especially 
like the quick movie feature.  It will give you a starting point.  You can literally create a video in 
less than five minutes, then tweak it if there is anything you do not like in the preset transitions 
and effects. 
 
I can see me and my team using this product to create quality training videos quickly and 
efficiently using Microsoft Movie Maker. 
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Part Three: Identify Wiki URL 

 

 

What is your wiki URL?  

 

http://marthasells.wordpress.com/wp-
admin/post.php?post=41&action=edit  

*I have posted my reflection in my blog site, therefore the first 
two entries in this table are the same. 

 

What is your blog URL? 

 

http://marthasells.wordpress.com/wp-
admin/post.php?post=41&action=edit  

*I have posted my reflection in my blog site, therefore the first 
two entries in this table are the same. 

 

http://marthasells.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=41&action=edit
http://marthasells.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=41&action=edit
http://marthasells.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=41&action=edit
http://marthasells.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=41&action=edit

