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Week 2: IEP Development 

Overview 

For the next three weeks’ assignment, you will work with Joseph, a fictional middle school 
student enrolled at your school who requires an Individualized Education Program. Over the 
coming weeks, you will need to develop an IEP, monitor how his program is implemented in the 
classroom, and use your knowledge of student rights and school management to make sound 
decisions when he engages in behavior that calls for disciplinary action.  

To begin, in this assignment you will develop a remediation for Joseph. To complete the 
assignment, you must familiarize yourself with both statewide special education policies and 
those in place at your district and school. The assignment also requires you to use knowledge 
gained from your lectures and readings and from communication with leaders at your school, 
including your principal, special education coordinator, and classroom teachers. You are 
expected to cite the relevant law and/or policy that you use to formulate your answers.  
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Rubric  

Use this rubric to guide your work. 

Week 2: IEP 
Development 

Accomplished Proficient 
Needs 

Improvement 
Unacceptable 

Identification 
 

Correctly identifies 
all (4 – 5) members 
of an ARD 
committee and their 
roles in IEP 
development 
(3 points)  

Identifies some (2 – 
3) members of an 
ARD committee and 
their roles in IEP 
development 
(2 points) 

Identifies 1 -2 
members of an ARD 
committee and 
accurately describe 
their roles in IEP 
development 
(1 point)  

Does not identify 
any members of an 
ARD committee or 
describe their roles 
in IEP development  
(0 points) 

Steps 
 

Details the steps 
taken to determine 
special education 
eligibility 
(3 points) 

 

Generally outlines 
the steps taken to 
determine special 
education eligibility 
(2 points) 

Vaguely outlines the 
process of 
determining special 
education eligibility 
(1 point)  

 

Does not outline the 
process of 
determining special 
education eligibility  
(0 points)  

 

Components 
 

Details 4 – 5 
components of a 
student’s IEP, 
including classroom 
accommodations 
and support and 
assessment 
accommodations 
(3 points) 

 

Identifies and 
explains some (2 – 
3) components of a 
student’s IEP 
(2 points) 

Identifies and 
explains few (1 – 2) 
components of a 
student’s IEP 
(1 point)  

 

Does not identify or 
explain the 
components of a 
student’s IEP 
(0 points)  

Mechanics 
(1 point) 

No or few errors in 
grammar, spelling, 
or punctuation. 
(1 point) 
 

  Responses lack 
clarity and depth 
and/or have multiple 
errors in grammar, 
spelling, or 
punctuation. 
(0 points)  
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Week 2: IEP Development 

Directions 

Use information from your lectures and readings, as well as information you gathered for your 
Week 1 Assignment, to walk your staff through meeting process for Joseph, a fictional student, 
in the workspace below. 

A new seventh grade student, Joseph, has enrolled in your school after having qualified for 
special education in his former school district. His disability falls under the IDEA category known 
as “emotional disturbance.” While he has always been educated in “regular” classrooms, he is 
prone to brief, disruptive outbursts in class and has had trouble getting along with his teachers 
and classmates. He also has difficulty paying attention in class and does not sit still during tests 
and quizzes, often distracting his classmates while they are also taking their tests.     

At the beginning of the school year, an ARD committee convenes and begins the process of 
evaluating Joseph for special education services. 

Workspace 

Describe the members of Joseph’s ARD committee and their roles in the development of his 
IEP. 

Joseph’s ARD committee will include individuals who are familiar with the student, and are aware of the 
situation leading to the evaluation.  It will consist of one or both of his parents, his classroom teacher, at 
least one of the teachers in the school that is certified in special education, and an administrator of the 
school.   

The parents are there to represent the child.  They will have the right to call an ARD meeting whenever 
they wish, in order to assure their child is receiving the best of care and education.  They must provide 
consent for the evaluation and plan for the student’s educational adjustments to take place.   

His classroom teacher or another general education teacher is included in the team to give them a sense 
of the student’s progress and performance in the classroom.  Their input will be essential in determining 
the eligibility of the child in the terms of its educational evaluation. 

The team’s certified special education teacher will be there to assure the child meets special education 
requirements according to state law.  These individuals are trained in determining these factors by 
observing the behaviors and classroom progress of the student. 

A representative of the local education agency (LEA) is also on the committee to assure all policies and 
procedures of the state and school district are being followed consistently and fairly.  They are apprised of 
the rules and regulations of situations such as this, aware of resources available to them, knowledgeable 
of the curriculum, and will be able to advise the committee on such matters. 

 

How will Joseph’s current academic and behavioral levels best be determined? 

Joseph will be given examinations to measure his aptitude and achievement in several disciplines such 
as math and reading that are related of the suspected disability.  These evaluations must be 
nondiscriminatory and free to the parents.  They must also be consistent with those exams given to other 
students while evaluating them for the same reasons.  The results will be compared with the daily 
achievements of the student; as well as his behavior patterns.   

His periodical outbursts, lack of ability to get along with his teacher and peers, and distracting behavior 
during quizzes and exams will be documented in order to use this data as well.  All of these factors should 
be compared to those of other children in the same age range and environments.  This will determine if 
he is able to satisfactorily complete assignments appropriate for the grade and classroom environment in 
which he is currently enrolled, and if special education should be recommended. 
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How will the ARD committee determine whether Joseph qualifies for special education services? 
What factors go into making this determination? How will the committee select the related 
services for which Joseph will be eligible? 

According to the law, a disabling condition must be affecting the child’s educational performance in a 
negative way. The ARD committee will meet to review the results of all the examinations he has been 
given, and to discuss all the factors involved.  It is important to rid the discussion of prejudice, pre-
conceived feelings, or bias.  Each member of the committee will be given the opportunity to voice their 
feelings on the desired actions that will need to be taken.   

The culmination of all the resulting data from his examinations, the documentation concerning his 
behavioral patterns, along with the opinions of the committee members using this data as a basis for 
those opinions, will be used to determine his eligibility to function in a normal classroom, or if he will be 
better served in a special education environment. 

During the IEP there are 5 specific topics that are addressed.  They include the present levels of 
academic performance, goals for the upcoming year, required special education or related services, 
whether and how the student will take standardized tests, and the extent to which the student will 
participate alongside disabled and non-disabled students in school. 

The extent to which the student’s disabilities prevent his educational progress will determine the services 
for which he is eligible. 

  

Based on what you know of Joseph’s background, what classroom accommodations would you 
recommend for him? Do you feel that he will need assessment accommodations? What 
assessment accommodations do you suggest? 

I would suggest that Joseph be placed in the front of the room near the teacher’s desk and away from the 
other children.  This will alleviate the possibilities of anyone getting injured during his outbursts.  When 
these outbursts occur, there should be a plan to remove the student from the room immediately. 

During tests, Joseph should be removed and put in the care of a tutor that could help him with questions 
he may have.  If he has difficulty sitting still to complete the assessments, he should be allowed extra 
time.  But removing him from the classroom will prevent the other students from the distractions caused 
by Joseph. 

By taking these measures the class will experience fewer chaotic moments, and prevent the teacher from 
taking time away from the other children in order to address Joseph’s needs.  And Joseph will receive the  
individualized attention he needs to be a successful student. 


